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Identifying Learners’ ESL Literacy Needs



Ottawa is built on un-ceded,  Anishinabe Algonquin 

territory.

The peoples of the Anishinabe Algonquin Nation have 

lived on this territory for millennia. Their culture and 

presence have nurtured and continue to nurture this 

land.
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Land 
Acknowledgement 



Learning Intents

• Identifying types of ESL Literacy learners

• Using various sections of the ESL for ALL document to help identify 
literacy needs

• Considering classroom activities to support ESL Literacy learners and 
address needs



POLL 

1) How would you rate your familiarity with the ESL for ALL document?
- Very familiar             - Somewhat familiar       - It’s new to me!

2) Are you familiar with the Continuum of Literacy Skills?
- Yes                              - No

3) How long have you been teaching literacy?  
- Several years           - Less than a year         - New to literacy



Literacy Resources

Information on the literacy 
skills, strategies and supports 
learners will need in order to 
achieve the CLB outcomes

Suggestions and 
strategies for using the 
ESL for ALL document to 
identify literacy needs



Adult ESL Literacy Learners



Types of Supports

1. Literacy skills, strategies and knowledge 
learners will need to successfully 
complete specific language tasks

2. Additional supports students need that 
will facilitate their 
ESL Literacy development (oral 
communication, learning strategies, 
numeracy and digital literacy skills, 
sociolinguistic or cultural awareness)  



CLB: ESL for ALL



The Continuum of ESL Literacy Skills





Using the Continuum
Help identify general  gaps in 
literacy skills and strategies that 
apply to all learners in the class for 
targeted instruction that best 
meets learners’ needs



Learner Profile 1 (Mehar - Foundation L)

Each ESL literacy 
learner is unique 
and may have 
specific literacy 
skills that she or he 
needs to work on. 



Learner Profile 1 (Mehar- Foundation level)

Writing Continuum: Strand 5 
Vocabulary and Sight Word 
Development - “Emerging” Stage

• Can copy her name and a few 
concrete nouns. 

• Can copy the words for a few 
simple food items.

• Next step: continue to copy 
common familiar words related 
to other themes and topics. 

What supports would 
help Maher progress 
to recognizing and 
writing an expanded 
range of sight words? 



Learner Profile 2 (Royar - CLB 2L)

Writing Continuum: Visual and 
Motor Skills - “Building” Stage
• Beginning to write in a 

notebook 
• Starting to use a pen to sign 

his own name. 
• Forms all upper and lower 

case letters, usually  in a 
recognizable form 

• Able to write words using 
mostly lower case letters. 

• Next step: forming letters in 
a more adult-like size. 



Learner Profile 2 (Royar - CLB 2L)

Looking at the literacy 
Continuum descriptors, 
what supports would help 
Royar strengthen his ability 
to read and use formatted 
texts? 

Reading Continuum: Strand 
3: Processing Visual 
Representations – 
“Emerging Stage” 

• Royar struggles to read 
maps and formatted texts 
in general. 



Taking It Slowly 

Movement through the 
Continuum takes a 
considerable amount of 
repetition, practice, and 
time.

Focus on a few items 
within a few strands at a 
time.



Breakout Group Activity Handout – Learner Profile 3
Overview: Using the Breakout Group Activity Handout, 
match the profiles of a lIssam’s reading ability to the 
descriptors in the Reading Continuum. (10 minutes)

• In your breakout group have one member read out 
the Learner Profiles from the Activity Handout. 

• Use the Reading Continuum attachment to find the 
applicable Reading Strand, Sub-strand, Degree 
(Emerging/ Building/ Expanding) plus the actual skill 
descriptor in the Continuum. 

• Have one group member record your group’s answers 
in the chat.

• If you finish up the profiles, think about some literacy 
supports to help the learner progress to the next skill 
level (Emerging/ Building/ Expanding). 

Reading Continuum pp. 106-123



Breakout Group 
Activity 

– Answer Key



Additional Literacy Supports

• Oral Communication

• Learning Skills and Strategies

• Numeracy Skills

• Digital Literacy Skills

• Socio-linguistic Awareness



Additional Literacy Supports



Additional Literacy Supports

Oral Communication

Learning Strategies

Numeracy

Digital Literacy

Socio-linguistic Awareness



pp. 46-53 ESL for ALL Support 
Kit: tips and strategies for 
incorporating Literacy 
supports into lesson planning

ESL for ALL Support Kit

Podcast with tips and 
strategies for incorporating 
digital literacy into lessons

Digital Literacy Lesson Plan pp. 
163-169



Setting Goals and Tracking Progress
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Tracking Additional Skills and Strategies



The ESL for ALL Document



Conclusion

Achievement in small, 
incremental steps is the 
natural progression of literacy 
skills development. 



CCLB Resources

www. Language.ca 

CLB: ESL for ALL

CLB:  ESL for ALL Support Kit 

The CCLB Literacy Diagnostic Tasks 

CLB Training on E-Learning site 

https://www.language.ca/home/
https://www.language.ca/product/clb-esl-for-adult-literacy-learners-all-e/
https://www.language.ca/product/clb-esl-for-all-support-kit-e/
https://www.language.ca/product/pdf-e-022-clb-ldt/
https://learning.language.ca/


Other Resources

• The CCLB  Multi-Level Modules Page – house the word documents and PDF files.  
Organized by theme, level and topic. 

• Tutela CCLB Collection – Hold all CCLB module packages, H5P files and CCLB 
Resources 

• Avenue.ca    (Note: teachers need to be registered by their administrator and then 
are provided with a mentor and login)

https://pblapg.language.ca/part-e-classroom-and-professional-learning/multilevel-modules-2/
https://tutela.ca/Collection?itemId=35998
https://avenue.ca/
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Q & A 

Since we have some time, we can 
take your questions now.  



For more information, contact the 
Centre for Canadian Language 
Benchmarks (CCLB) 

PBLA@language.ca 

613-230-7729

www.language.ca
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